NICK J. RAHALL Il, WV
CHAIRMAN

DALE E. KILDEE, MI

ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HI

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NJ

GRACE F. NAPOLITANO, CA

RUSH D. HOLT, NJ

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ

MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GU

JIM COSTA, CA

DAN BOREN, OK

GREGORIO SABLAN, MP

MARTIN HEINRICH, NM

GEORGE MILLER, CA

EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA

PETER A. DeFAZIO, OR

MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NY

DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN, VI

DIANA DEGETTE, CO

RON KIND, Wi

LOIS CAPPS, CA

JAY INSLEE, WA

JOE BACA, CA

STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN, SD

JOHN P. SARBANES, MD
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NH

.S, Houge of Representatives

Tommittee on Natural Resources
MWashington, BAE 20515

STATEMENT OF

THE HONORABLE BILL CASSIDY

DOC HASTINGS, WA
RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER
DON YOUNG, AK
ELTON GALLEGLY, CA
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TN
JEFF FLAKE, AZ
HENRY E. BROWN, JR., SC
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WA
LOUIE GOHMERT, TX
ROB BISHOP, UT
BILL SHUSTER, PA
DOUG LAMBORN, CO
ADRIAN SMITH, NE
ROBERT J. WITTMAN, VA
PAUL C. BROUN, GA
JOHN FLEMING, LA
MIKE COFFMAN, CO
JASON CHAFFETZ, UT
CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS, WY
TOM McCLINTOCK, CA
BILL CASSIDY, LA

TODD YOUNG
REPUBLICAN CHIEF OF STAFF

NIKI TSONGAS, MA SUBCOMMITTEE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS, OCEANS AND WILDLIFE

FRANK KRATOVIL, JR., MD

PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, PR OVERSIGHT HEARING

JAMES H. ZOIA

ON THE REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

CHIEFOF STAFE INSPECTOR GENERAL ON NOAA ENFORCEMENT

Wednesday, March 3, 2010

Madam Chair, this hearing was scheduled to examine some disturbing findings about the

NOAA fisheries enforcement programs, as reported by the Department of Commerce Inspector
General.

Fisheries laws need to be enforced. Those fishermen who cheat affect the livelihood of
those who play by the rules. But according to the Inspector General’s report, in at least one
region of the country, fisheries enforcement has been considered arbitrary and enforcement
officers have lost the respect of the fishing community.

In order for fisheries management to be effective, the rules and regulations need to be
clear and enforcement needs to be consistent and fair.

As the report notes, there needs to be a level of trust among fishery managers, law
enforcement, and the regulated community. There needs to be trust that the rules are being

enforced fairly and evenly. This report argues that, at least in one region of the country, the
system has broken down.

The Inspector General’s report has made a few things clear including the fact that
fisheries rules and regulations are complicated. In addition, the report shows that there needs to
be oversight at a higher level within NOAA.

Finally, the report makes it very clear that NOAA needs to listen to fishermen's concerns.

The report makes little mention of the role that state law enforcement plays through
Cooperative Enforcement Agreements with NOAA. I'm interested to know how enforcement by
state agencies was taken into account as the Inspector General performed the investigation and

prepared the findings. I’d also like to hear the panelists’ recommendations for the future
enforcement role of the states.

I look forward to hearing the testimony today and hearing what NOAA will do to address
the serious issues raised by the Inspector General’s report.
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